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5 Proven Strategies to Help Students Ace the OSSLT

The Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT) is a significant
milestone in every Ontario high school student’s academic journey. For
many students, it can feel overwhelming, but with the right preparation
and support, success is well within reach. Teachers play a crucial role in
equipping students with the skills and strategies needed to excel.

This article outlines five research-backed and practical strategies that
teachers can implement to help students confidently approach the
OSSLT and perform at their best.

1. Prioritize Reading Comprehension Skills
Why It Matters:

Reading comprehension is arguably the most critical skill tested in the
OSSLT. Students will encounter various texts—narrative, informational,
and graphic—and must demonstrate their ability to understand, analyze,
and make inferences. Often, students who struggle with literacy face
challenges with reading comprehension, which affects their overall
performance in the test.
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How to Implement:

« Introduce a Variety of Texts: Give your students regular practice with
different types of texts similar to those they’ll encounter in the
OSSLT. Use a mix of narrative stories, informational articles, and
visual texts like graphs or charts.

« Active Reading Strategies: Teach your students how to read actively
by annotating, highlighting key ideas, and writing down questions or
summaries as they read. Encouraging active engagement with the
text makes it easier for them to retain information and improve
comprehension.

« Reading Response Activities: After reading, ask students to
summarize the main ideas or answer questions about the text. This
helps reinforce their understanding and encourages them to think
critically about what they’ve read. You could also use paired or group
discussions to help students articulate their thoughts and gain new
perspectives.

Practical Example:

Assign a short news article, ask students to underline unfamiliar
vocabulary, summarize the main idea in two sentences, and discuss
their summaries in groups.

2. Teach Writing Structures for Different Formats

Why It Matters:

The OSSLT evaluates a student'’s ability to write in various formats, such
as opinion pieces, summaries, and news reports. Understanding the

structure of each format is essential, as this helps students organize
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their thoughts clearly and logically. Often, students lose marks not
because of weak content but because of a lack of structure in their

writing.
How to Implement:

Focus on Specific Formats: Dedicate
lessons to teaching the formats tested
in the OSSLT—opinion essays, news ¥ nsscrn: Hews ot

reports, and summaries. Break down Rt vt S aons s pape s e e a4

need, to add additional ideas to the story. Follow the format
provided at the start of the lesson to ensure your success!

the specific structure of each format. —

1. Headline: Three Dogs Rescued from a Burning Building in

For example, in a news report, students

Three bulldogs that had been trapped in the basement of a
. . “ two-storey house are home safe and sound after a fire broke
need to fOCuS On prOVIdIng the Who out in a quiet Parkdale neighbourhood in Toronto. The owners
I of the house alerted firefighters that their dogs were still in the
house when the fire was raging

Wh at' When' Where, Why' a nd h OW" i n 2. Headline: Heavy rainstorm causes power outage for 20,000

Vancouver Homes

Clean-up crews are working around the clock to help deal with

th e fi rSt pa ra g ra p h . the consequences of a massive rainstorm earlier this week in

Vancouver. More than 20.000 Vancouverites have no power in

Use Graphic Organizers: Help students visualize their writing by using
graphic organizers like essay outlines, storyboards, or concept maps.
This strategy can guide them through each section of their writing and
ensure their work is coherent.

Daily Writing Prompts: Introduce short writing prompts in different
formats and ask students to complete them within a set timeframe. This
will not only build their writing skills but also boost their confidence in
approaching different tasks during the test.

Practical Example:

Provide a simple news story scenario and ask students to write a short
news report following the correct format. Later, students can peer-
review each other’s work, focusing on structure and clarity.

3. Encourage Time Management Skills

Why It Matters:
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The OSSLT is a timed test, and students often struggle with completing
all sections within the given time frame. Poor time management can
lead to rushed answers and incomplete sections, which can dramatically
lower their scores. By teaching students effective time management
techniques, you help them feel more in control on test day.

How to Implement:

o Simulate Test Conditions: Give your Mention it made automatic

transmissions back to Germany

students practice tests under real OSSLT
conditions. Time each section, and help
students gauge how long they should spend

ou need to hi

on each part of the test.

Mention it provided weather
information on weather

o Teach Skimming and Scanning Techniques: patterns from shipping lanes
Teach students how to quickly skim texts for bestolmdncanis.
important information and scan for specific o e ot

a secret for 38 years
details. These skills can be especially helpful

Mention the weather station had

when answering multiple-choice questions

Read Article A

The secret weather station the German

or summarizing information in the test.
o Create a Time Budget: Help students develop a "time budget" for the
test. Encourage them to allocate specific amounts of time to each
section and to move on if they are stuck on a particular question.
Remind them to leave time at the end for reviewing their answers.

Practical Example:

Have students practice reading a passage and answering
comprehension questions within a five-minute window. Afterward,
discuss their strategies for completing the task on time and areas where
they felt rushed.
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4. Utilize Technology and Resources
Why It Matters:

Technology offers valuable tools that can enhance learning and make
test preparation more interactive and personalized. One such tool is the
Litguide App, specifically designed to provide structured support for
students preparing for the OSSLT. By integrating technology into your
classroom, you can better accommodate different learning styles and
needs, making the process more engaging and effective.

How to Implement:

« Incorporate the Litguide App: Encourage students to download the
Litguide App, which offers practice exams tailored to the OSSLT
curriculum. The app provides instant feedback on answers, helping
students identify areas where they need improvement.

o Leverage Interactive Resources: The app includes videos, quizzes,
and step-by-step guides that can cater to auditory, visual, and
kinesthetic learners. Teachers can use these resources to reinforce

lessons and offer extra support outside of classroom hours.

« Monitor Progress: The Litguide App allows students to track their
progress and set personalized goals, giving teachers insights into
each student's development. This is a great tool to offer more
individualized support to students who need extra help.

www.litguide.ca Created by Litguide App



http://www.litguide.ca/

Practical Example:

Assign specific practice tests or quizzes from the Litguide App as
homework, and review the results in class. Discuss common mistakes
and encourage students to use the app’s feedback to improve their skills

over time.

5. Utilize OSSLT-Specific Practice Tests

Why It Matters:

Familiarity with the OSSLT’s format is key to reducing student anxiety
and improving performance. When students are well-acquainted with the
test structure and question types, they can focus more on
demonstrating their skills rather than figuring out what to do. Practice
tests help simulate the real experience and give teachers a clear idea of
each student’s strengths and weaknesses.

How to Implement:

Assign Past Tests: Use OSSLT practice tests from previous years to give
students a realistic sense of the test format. Time the practice sessions
and review their answers in detail to help them understand how to

improve.
Review Question Types: Go over
1. test score has arrived inthe mail. different types Of OSSLT
bt ot e it 1 questions, such as multiple—

belongs to you, thus, we use "Your".

o choice, short-answer, and open-

Yours

You

response. Discuss common

pitfalls and strategies for

rrrr

rrrrrr

answering each question type
effectively.
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o Analyze Results: After each practice test, spend time reviewing the
answers in class. Encourage students to reflect on the mistakes they
made and how they can improve on specific sections in future
practice sessions.

Practical Example:

Break the class into groups and assign each group a section of the
OSSLT practice test. After completing their section, each group presents
their strategies and tips for answering questions effectively to the rest of
the class.

Conclusion

Helping students succeed on the OSSLT is about more than just
teaching them the content; it's about giving them the tools and
strategies they need to approach the test with confidence. By focusing
on reading comprehension, writing structure, time management,
vocabulary building, and regular practice with the test format, you'll
equip your students with the skills necessary to ace the OSSLT.

By implementing these five proven strategies, you can support your
students in achieving success on the OSSLT and beyond. Together, we
can ensure that every student has the opportunity to excel, no matter
their starting point.

Additional Resources:

Downloadable Practice Tests

Classroom return: 4 ways to help students readjust
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https://apps.apple.com/ca/app/litguide-school-edition/id1546180272
https://litguide.ca/classroom-return-4-ways-to-help-students-readjust/

